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NPPA caps Trade margin of 42 non-scheduled Anti-Cancer Drugs at 30% 
 

The government has capped trade margins of 42 non-scheduled cancer drugs 30% expanding 

the span of price control to curtail undue profiteering by chemists and drug stockists on various 

medicines which were so far outside price regulation.  

In a detailed order, invoking paragraph 19 of DPCO, 2013, the Government has put a cap 

on trade margin of 30% and directed manufacturers to fix their retail price based on price 

at first point of sale of product. 

According to Order, considering the High trade margin in sale of drugs leading to high out of 

pocket expenses on healthcare, the Government has sought to undertake the matter of price 

control through a ‘Trade Margin Rationalisation Approach’ and therefore, in order to bring in 

regulation of drugs in the ‘non-scheduled’ segment the Government has undertaken a Pilot for 

Proof of Concept by capping prices of select Anti-Cancer drugs, identified by the MoHFW as 

being essential for the treatment of this disease. 

Also that the Expert Committee of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) after 

examining in detail, deliberating and considering all available information/data/viewpoints and all 

relevant options for ensuring affordability of essential drugs to the patients, in case of Anti-

cancer Medicines, has recommended 43 Anti-Cancer medicines for price control on pilot basis, 

Imatinib mesylate being scheduled is already under price cap, hence excluded from the current 

exercise. 

NPPA has notified a formula, for fixing MRP of 42 cancer drugs, restricting trade margin at 30% 

as-  

 

Every manufacturer shall recalculate its MRP as stated above for its product based on the 

average first point of sale computed on the basis of PTS for the month of June-2018 as follows: 

(Sum of Net sales realization of product by the 
manufacturer as the case may be for the sales 
during June-2018)  

Price to Stockist (PTS) =    -----------------------------------------------------------------  

Retail price of the product = Price to Stockist (PTS) x {𝟏+(𝑻𝑴𝟏𝟎𝟎−𝑻𝑴)}

Where TM = Trade Margin not exceeding 30

Where PTS = PTS for the month of June, 2018



Total Quantity of such product sold in June-2018  
 
 

In case there is no sale during the month of the June-2018, the Price to Stockist (PTS) shall be  
 

(Sum of Net sales realization of product by 
the manufacturer as the case may be for the 
sales during 2018)  

Price to Stockist (PTS) =    -----------------------------------------------------------------  
Total Quantity of such product sold in the 

2018 

The manufacturers may add Goods and Services Tax (GST), as applicable to arrive at the 
MRP.  

 

Also the order contains the list of 42 anti-cancer drugs selected based on recommendations 

from the health ministry. The revised prices will come into effect from March 8. 

 

 

Sl. No. Name of the Drug

1 Azacitidine

2 Bendamustine Hydrochloride

3 Bortezomib

4 Crizotinib

5 Cytarabine

6 Dasatinib

7 Decitabine

8 Doxorubicin HCI Pegylated Liposomal Injection

9 Enzalutamide

10 Epirubicin

11 Eribulin mesylate

12 Erlotinib HCI

13 Estramustine phosphate

14 Everolimus

15 Exemestane

16 Fulvestrant

17 Irinotecan HCI Trihydrate

18 Lapatanib

19 Leuprolide acetate depot for Inj.

20 Lomustine

21 Mitoxantrone

22 Nilotinib

23 Plerixafor



 

 

 

Further, the Authority has directed manufacturer to provide the information in Annexure I, 

Attached herewith in respect of the non-scheduled formulations containing drugs as per Table 

above, irrespective whether there is any change in MRP or not, by 6th March, 2019. 

 

 

Click here for Notification and Annexure 1 
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24 Carfilzomib

25 Cladribine

26 Triptorelin

27 Pomalidomide

28 Osimertinib

29 Pegasperagase

30 Regorafenib

31 Ribociclib

32 Clofarabine

33 Sunitinib

34 Olaparib

35 Olaratumab

36 Paclitaxel (Protein-bound particles)

37 Cabazitaxel

38 Bevacizumab

39 Lenalidomide

40 Pegfilgrastim

41 Mitomycin

42 Pemetrexed

http://www.dpco2013.com/files/pricenotification/44011551333074.pdf

